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NLSA Response

Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for London

Introduction

The North London Strategic Alliance is pleased to respond to the Mayor’s Draft Climate Change Adaption Strategy.
The NLSA are not attempting to make detailed comments on all of the strategy, as we believe this would simply duplicate comments made by boroughs and other technical experts.  The NLSA comments solely focus on the strategic issues, specific to north London (rather than pan-London issues), which the Alliance has been tasked by its partners to take forward.  
The paper aims to concisely show how north London can support the delivery of key elements of the Mayor’s draft strategy.

North London Context

The six boroughs within NLSA are the London element of the London-Stansted-Cambridge-Peterborough Growth Corridor; Barnet, Enfield, Hackney, Haringey, Redbridge and Waltham Forest.  
As outlined in the recent partial review of the London Plan they will deliver a major element of London’s growth.  The current draft replacement London Plan contains a 9% increase in the projected housing targets from the current London Plan; 63,150 new homes to 2021.

This growth presents a major challenge, but also an opportunity to develop and drive best practice in sustainable design and climate change adaptation.

With London’s high land prices it is generally impossible to create new green spaces, but rather the focus must be on enhance current ones.  Given the increasing summer temperatures London’s residents will seek increasing access to quality green and blue spaces.  These will be local, but also subregional amenities.

NLSA is working with partners to improve the access and quality of our current open spaces.  We would welcome the Mayor’s strategy to identify these specific areas as priorities for investment.  
These include:
a) Upper Lee Valley: providing access to land within the Lee Valley Park, its associated waterways and reservoirs;
b) Seven Sister’s Corridor: for example improving access to the New River and reservoirs;
c) London-Luton Coordination Corridor: ensuring for example the Welsh Harp can provide enhanced amenities to support the growth concentrated along the Barnet / Brent boundary.
This aligns with the adaption strategy’s actions for ehancing green spaces (Actions 17 to 19) as well as improve London’s waterways (Action 30).  In addition areas such as the Upper Lee will play an increasingly important role in managing London’s flood risk.
The Upper Lee Valley: Strategic Context and Vision
The Upper Lee Valley Opportunity Area is the largest Opportunity Area within the London Plan.
· Area (ha): 3,884
· Indicative employment capacity: 15,000

· Minimum new homes: 3,000

The urban areas adjacent to the Opportunity Area are recognised as deficient in open space.  While current access to the regional park is often restricted by the barriers of railways, roads and industrial estates.
NLSA, with its partners, developed a shared Upper Lee Vision for delivering regeneration with enhancing green space at its core.  There is already an Upper Lee Valley Landscape Strategy which sets out priorities for improving access to green space and improving the conservation of green space along the valley.   This strategy was developed by a partnership including London Boroughs of Enfield, Haringey, Hackney and Waltham Forest, Lee Valley Regional Park, London Development Agency, Environment Agency, English Nature, British Waterways.
Both the Upper Lee Vision and the Landscape Strategy are feeding directly into the Upper Lee Valley Opportunity Area Framework, which we understand the GLA intend to publicly consult on later this year.  Via the OAPF and the boroughs’ LDFs the objectives of opening up the valley will become firmly embedded in formal policy.

Ensuring that the benefits of the Olympics flow up the Lee Valley is a major strategic objective for north London.  The Upper Lee, with its direct links via the Lee Valley Regional Park and its 10 minute rail link to Stratford, provides an ideal opportunity to enhance the long term Olympic legacy. 

A number of key development sites are progressing, which all relate directly to opening up the access to the green and blue assets of the Upper Lee:

· Meridian Water

· Blackhorse Lane 

· Tottenham Hale

· Ponders End

Upper Lee – delivering the vision

There are a number of specific projects within the strategy which a broad range of partners including local authorities, Thames Water, British Waterways and the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority have agreed to progress, via the Landscape Strategy. The strategy proposes:

· Walthamstow Wetlands’ , a regionally significant visitor draw and local asset which consolidates and aims to enhance existing spaces of value in Hackney, Waltham Forest and Haringey, including Springfield Marina, Walthamstow Marshes, Tottenham Marshes, Tottenham Hale and 100 ha of reservoir site opened to the public.

· An ‘unveiling’ of the ULV’s exceptional strategic assets of green-blue spaces which are unique across London, allowing the ULV Partnership to challenge negative perceptions and profile the area as a distinctive and attractive place for new homes and businesses. 

· Improved access to open spaces, waterspaces and amenities for local communities, deprived of access to a good quality natural environment, contributing to the quality of life and health well-being of the ULV. 

· The long term strategy contains 63 overall projects including habitat enhancements, viewing points, Improved access and public realm improvements including:

· 48.1 km of new foot and cycle way 

· 35.85 ha of productive landscape including allotments, community gardens, small holdings and glasshouses. 

· 50 ha of habitat improvement

· 66 New foot and cycle bridges / road crossings / underpasses 
· Enhancement of 4 existing viewpoints and creation of / access to 7 new viewpoints
· 2 enhanced clusters: Stonebridge Lock, Lea Bridge Road and  3 new clusters: Swan and Pike, Ponders End, Hale Wharf / Ferry Lane 

In addition the Upper Lee Valley Partnership has the Environment Agency as one of the key stakeholders, which ensures that the Agency is fully aware of key strategic developments so that it can advise on these.
We ask that the Mayor’s strategy takes forward opening up the Upper Lee to current and emerging communities as a strategic priority for London climate change adaptation.   The early delivery of the Upper Lee OAPF will be a powerful tool in driving this vision forward. 
Seven Sisters
The Seven Sisters Study Corridor lies in North London at the juncture of the London Boroughs of Hackney, Haringey and Islington. It is located within a nationally designated growth corridor and is in close proximity to the 2012 Olympic Park.  Seven Sisters Road is an important urban thoroughfare as it runs through and connects at the administrative boundary between three boroughs. 
The area is currently subject to a number of regeneration initiatives and NLSA and DFL are working closely with the Woodberry Down Team and the Boroughs to realise their aspirations. i.e. Additional tree planting to create an avenue of large species trees, which stretch from the Seven Sisters Road to Finsbury Park (Action Point 19)
The area has admirable green and blue assets such as Finsbury Park and the Stoke Newington East & West Reservoirs which are located adjacent to excellent sailing and climbing facilities. These provide incredible opportunities for recreational facilities to the local and regional population. 
Finsbury Park has architectural heritage and extensive recreational facilities including a horticultural training facilities and allotments.  The East Reservoir is rich in bio diversity but currently has no public access. Proposal to open this up are currently being negotiated with Thames Water and the London Wildlife Trust to manage public access particularly for educational purposes. Also in the vicinity is the New River, although access is limited, and the Capital Ring walk which leads to the Olympic park. 

Design for Bio Diversity meetings are currently taking place being at Woodberry Down led by The London Wildlife Trust and natural England. 
Green Enterprise District
Enfield, Haringey and Waltham Forest retain a significant industrial presence with about 8% employed in manufacturing, concentrated in the Upper Lee Valley.   Given the potential of the Upper Lee Valley we would welcome a full discussion on its inclusion as a Green Enterprise District.
Green technologies and high-value innovative manufacturing have competitive growth potential in outer London.  The Upper Lee Valley’s industrial/commercial clusters are proposed as a major economic growth element for the area (NLSA economic study on the Upper Lee Valley, 2009).  The renewal of the major waste facilities in north London offers another opportunity to harness this investment to promote new technologies, as well as possibly look at issues such as Combined Heat and Decentralised Power Generation.
The Ernst and Young Prospectus for London, the Low Carbon Capital identifies14,000 jobs that are forecasted to be created in London.  
We have started discussions with the LDA to support work in North London to identify what this will mean, e.g. will some jobs replace existing jobs in North London (upskilling), what skills are needed for new jobs and what action needs to be taken to ensure that North London wins its share of business and employment opportunities arising from the low carbon economy?  
We would like the Mayor’s and the LDA’s support in identifying and prioritising relevant low carbon projects for North London as well as identifying the potential of North London’s existing companies to capitalise on the economic opportunity arising from the  low carbon economy.

The Low Carbon Economy is an opportunity for the Mayor and the LDA to support outer London in ensuring a geographical spread of investment in low carbon businesses and investment.

Energy sources

North London represents over 20% of London’s projected housing growth.  We are keen to use the opportunity to promote sustainable forms of energy production.  We welcome the GLA lobbying to ensure energy policies are balanced in favour of decentralised energy, compared with the current balance towards the large-scale national grid, to ensure that investment in the technology is attractive and is driven forward.

Waste

We make reference to the specifics of waste industries and the model of facilities being built by German cities that overcome local resentment to the way the sector is perceived as poor neighbours.  There would be a real opportunity in London if a strategy could be developed and funded that ensured that recycling and waste businesses are clustered in purpose built sustainable industry business parks that meet modern standards.   The North London Waste Authority is the second largest waste authority in the country, about to see a major investment via the PFI process.  There is clear potential for North London in waste and recycling opportunities and we would support any pilots or initiatives in this area.  In addition the support in Germany and elsewhere for CHP local energy generation needs to be considered.

